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sides, almost at the base of the same mountain.
It is typical of the lack of interest taken by France in the
colony that of. these three mines, Tiebaghi is owned by
British, Fantoche by American and Chagrin by Australian
capital.
Chagrin is the first one to come into view, a newly-built
village of adobe huts, accommodating 200 to 300 people,
neatly laid out at the foot of a small rise. From a tunnel
driven into the side of the mountain an endless string of tip
trucks discharged their load of ore into waiting trucks, which
trundled it off to a shed to be washed and graded.
Farther along the road, thousands of feet above us, we
could see Tiebaghi, stacks of silvery-grey chrome contrasting
with the red of the overburden, and the blue of mountains
and sky. The main goal of our tour—as far as M. Calimbre
was. concerned—was now reached. Pulling the car in to the
side of the road, we continued on by foot across about a mile
of level country covered with niaouli scrub and heavily
laden guava trees. These guava trees are a feature of New
Caledonia, where they grow plentifully enough to be classed
as a pest. Most New Caledonians—natives and whites alike
—are very fond of the pink flesh of this lemony-coloured
fruit, which is also the main standby for jam-minded New
Caledoniai) housewives.
The sun was streaming down by the time we reached the
foot of the mountain, and we lost a few pints of perspiration -
. in the cause of science as we toiled up the mountain side to
inspect a newly-discovered chrome deposit. Where rain
.water had cut a drain in the mountain sub-soil, we could see
a long silvery trail formed by chrome particles which had
been washed down the slope. Then we stumbled over a
huge black rock, which M. Calimbre tapped with his little
hammer, and pronounced to be chrome. A little farther, at
the loss of a few more ounces of sweat, we arrived at a spot
where a tunnel had been driven into the face of the mountain>
and a stack of chrome extracted.
From two small tunnels with a six feet square entrance
and a length of 20 or 30 feet, 500 to 600 tons of chrome had

